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�July 17-20th BMW MOA National Rally 
The national rally is being held this year in 
Gilette, Wyoming. Gilette is in our backyard 
and only about 5 hours from Denver. We 
hope you can join us and help out with our 
responsibilities as a club to chair the Signs 
Committee. If you have never been to a 
national rally, this is the perferct chance to 
experience the BMW Owners world! If you 
need more information of want to coordinate 
a ride up there, contact Ed Padalinski at 
president@rmbrc.org or (720)  384-5855. 
Hope to see you there! 

 

�July 13-27th-Triple Play Rallies 
It all begins at the Black Hills BMW 
Stampede in Spearfish, South Dakota about 
90 miles east of the national rally; then to 
Gilette, Wyoming for a few days; and then 
finish your riding experience with the Paonia 
Rally sponsored by Colorado Beemers club 
in the mountains of Colorado. Visit the BMW 
MOA website at www.bmwmoa.org for all 
the details, rally locations and fees.  

 

�August 8-10th Grand Mesa Ride 
3 day/2 night ride to the Grand Mesa-the 
largest flat-top mountain in the world. 
Departure will be from The Great Indoors 
located at Park Meadows at 800 am. Both 
the trip out and back have been selected to 
provide breathtaking scenes overlooking 
endless forests, passes and lakes. Contact 
ride captains Kip Rogers (303) 696-6282 
kip@gis.net or Bob Wright at (303) 688-
4568 treasurer@rmbrc.org Kip and Bob 
will have flyers available at our next 
meeting. 
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Our June monthly membership meeting was held again at the Windsor Gardens Restau-
rant.  We would like to thank Tommy Klindt and Andy Ferguson of Edge GPS in Parker, 
CO for their interesting and informative presentation. They provided us all with a great 
overview of the GPS industry, as well as specific details related to 2008/2009 motorcycle 
specific product lineup from Garmin International.  

The Edge Team provided insight into the advantages of utilizing GPS units including; 
safety functionality, troubleshooting, map/firmware updates, unit mounting options and 
returns/repairs. Club members also had the opportunity for additional “hands on” interac-
tion with various units the Edge Team brought to our meeting. If you do not have a GPS, 
hopefully the June meeting has helped sway you to owning one of these awesome units. 
Thanks again to Tommy and Andy from Edge GPS. For more information please check 
out their website at www.edgegps.com.  

 

RMBRC would like to extend a special thanks to Steven Morley Jones for sharing his 
special “home brew” with the group. Steven’s delicious wares included; Airhead Blonde 
(lager), RT Porter (medium ale) along with Oilhead Stout for beer drinkers that enjoy a 
heavier, full bodied brew. Thanks again to Steven for sharing with the group. PROSIT!!!   

 

 

At this time, please allow me to introduce myself. My name is John Walt, and I am 
pleased to announce that I am the new editor of the monthly RMBRC Newsletter. This is 
both an honor and a privilege. 

I have been a member of the RMBRC for just over a year now and like many of you, en-
joy riding BMW motorcycles throughout the Rocky Mountain region as often as humanly 
possible. I have enjoyed meeting, talking and of course riding with all members I have 
met to date, and look forward to many future rides with the group.  

To tell you a little about myself, my first bike was a 1974 R60/6 with a full Vetter Wind-
jammer fairing. My current steed is a 1988 R100RS that my seven year old daughter af-
fectionately refers to as “Spike” and somehow the name fits quite well….. 

I welcome any additional comments, thoughts, suggestions and ideas for our monthly 
newsletter. I may be reached at: editor@rmbrc.org or via personal email: 
Walt_John@yahoo.com 
Thank you for your continued support and GOOD RIDING! 

Best regards, 

John 
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Club Activities: 

All Monthly Meetings are held in one location at 
Windsor Gardens Restaurant 597 S Clinton St. 
Denver (unless otherwise noted).  The Meetings 
begin at 7pm  and food is served from 5pm-
630pm 

· All Monthly Board Meetings are held the 
last Thursday of the month at 700pm at the 
home of board member Kip Rogers (303) 
750-6234. All members are welcome to 
attend! 

· The July meeting will take place on Saturday, 
July 12th at the Aurora Fire Station #11 just 
east of Havana on Iliff Avenue. We will once 
again have two of Aurora’s finest conduct a 
class and demonstration on motorcycle riding 
safety. This will be the third year that the 
Aurora Police Dept motorcycle division has 
given this seminar and demonstration. How do 
they handle the traffic situations they encoun-
ter everyday on their BMW R1200RT Police 
bikes? The session begins at 1000 am and 
lasts until 1200 PM. The group will be meeting 
for lunch immediately afterwards at the Tus-
cany Valley Restaurant, 11951 E. Iliff Ave., 
Aurora, CO 80014 (just east of the meeting) 

  

Do not forget the Monthly Raffle. Last months 
winners received several very nice gifts as do-
nated from our many fine sponsors.  It could be 
your chance to win next month, but you must 
be present to win!!  
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Ride took place on Saturday, June 28th. The 7 member group met at Sam’s #3 at Parker Rd. & Havana Rd. for breakfast 
then departed BMW of Denver.  We headed for Longmont over back country roads for the first of our three spots of great 
interest, plus a lunch stop at a good little Mexican restaurant in Longmont.  

Our first stop held more interest then we expected. The Dougherty (pronounced door-ah-dee) Museum is located on 
highway 287, one mile south of Longmont. 

The group consisted of Wayne Sheffield who headed up the group, David Allen, Rip Vanoy, David Myers, Sid 
Eisenbaum, Neil Tiemeier and Roy Blakney. 

The Dougherty Museum is the culmination of a nearly lifelong personal hobby of Ray G. Dougherty, a longtime turkey 
grower and farmer in Boulder County. It began in 1927 when Ray G. Dougherty, then a high school senior, bought a 
circa 1900 Mason and Hamlin reed organ at a music store on Main Street in Longmont. The first automobile acquired in 
the collection, a 1913 Model T Ford was purchased in 1940. It was identical to the first automobile that Mr. Dougherty’s 
parents owned, and similar to a 1918 Model T which was driven to Longmont in 1918 when the family moved from Okla-
homa. As time passed, more automobiles, trucks, tractors, pianos, organs, music boxes, etc., made their way into stor-
age sheds on Mr. Dougherty’s farm. This was a period of time when collecting antiques did not enjoy the wide popularity 
that it does today, and some might even have questioned Mr. Dougherty’s judgment. Many of the items were and remain 
in excellent and complete original condition. 

By the early 1970s it became evident that much more space was necessary to properly house the collection. At the 
same time, the Dougherty family decided to open the exhibits to the general public for its enjoyment and educational en-
richment. In 1974 construction began on a structure of 29,000 square feet to display the entire collection. The project 
was completed in 1977 and the museum opened to the public in August of that year.    

Following Mr. Dougherty’s death in 1988, the family continued to operate the museum and in 1993, in order to enhance 
the future continuity of the museum, it was organized as a 501 © 3 private operating foundation. The Dougherty Museum 
is now eligible to accept both cash and antique items which may be deductible by donor for federal income tax purposes. 

In 1998 the Boulder County Commissioners offered to include the museum among the sites to which tax-work off partici-
pants could be assigned to serve as desk personnel and tour guides. This is a great assistance in making the museum 
more accessible, as the museum is now able to open three days a week. 

The museum has a great collection of vintage gas, steam and electric motor vehicles, cars, trucks, tractors, farm machin-
ery, as well as household items, organs, pianos, early music making machines and other strange devices. An interesting 
note!-The father of one of our club members (David Allen) had worked for the founder Ray G. Dougherty in 1945 & 1946. 
David was with his father and Mr. Dougherty when he was about 4 years old, and went for a ride in a 1906 Detroit Elec-
tric car. It rekindled a great memory for both of them.  

Dave Dougherty told the story of he and his father competing in a vin-
tage rate from Reno, NV over Mt. Rose back in 1963. This was an im-
portant international event and taken very seriously by some of the 
world’s biggest collectors of antique cars and bikes. Among the com-
petitors was Bill Harrah (owner of Harrah’s Casino & Hotel) in Reno, 
Vegas, Laughlin, etc. Mr. Harrah hated to loose a competition and as 
he tore up Mt. Rose in one of his Thompson Flyer Touring cars with his 
family onboard and as the steam was coming out of the Thompson, 
Ray G. and his young son Doug flew past the Harrah family in a 1908 
Packard and waved goodbye. Harrah didn’t wave back. He had made 
the wrong bet that time. 

Dave Allen and the 1906 Detroit Electric 

Dave Allen and Doug Doughtery in the infamous 1908 
Packard that  beat the Harrah family over Mt. Rose.  
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Our next stop after lunch was the Carol Shelby Collection of Cobras, racing cars, Mustangs and other machines. Mr. 
Shelby raced all over the world and won many awards. He now resides in Las Vegas, NV and California and is in his 
80’s. 

 

RMBRC group at Daughtery 
Museum-Wayne, Rip, Neil, 
David, Sid, Roy, Dave Allen 

Rip and statue of Carol Shelby  

The next stop was the World’s Largest Hardware store McGuckin’s in Boulder. Greeted by their Advertising Man-
ager Ray Gralewski and given an orientation and the history of this enormous store. After informing us of their 
policies and way of doing business, we were given maps as there are many departments. They have many items 
that are useful for motorcycling.  

The group of only seven was kind of disappointing but understandable at this time with members on vacation, 
family activities, and some do work on Saturdays.  

We are planning a similar ride to Vintage Vehicle Collections in the months to come. The date will be announced.  
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This future ride will include many great, early bikes and their history and how they have evolved to present day ma-
chines. We hope to have a motorcycling celebrity of past and present. He will show us his and his father’s collection of 
vintage competition machines, as well as an interesting commentary. We expect a large group of club members for this 
one, and non-members will be invited as well.-Roy Blakney, RMBRC 
 

 

� � � 	 � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � 
 � 	 � � � � � �� � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � �

When was the last time someone gave you a pointer or two on your riding technique? Did they tell you what you were 
doing wrong, or maybe tell you how to fix it?  

When you ride, where do you feel the most confident? On the Interstate? On that mountain road with all the curves? 
What makes you fell a little uneasy? Making quick moves in heavy city traffic? Making tight maneuvers in the parking lot 
with your friends watching? Negotiating that country road with a few too many potholes, sand and even gravel? 

Think for a moment about your concerns about riding. Is one of them the repair cost from even a minor tip-over? Do 
some of these things distract you from your enjoyment of riding? 

We sometimes talk about the “flow” - or things “just happening”- when we ride. The more you can make advanced riding 
skills instinctive, the easier it is to use them when you need them. 
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Our own board member and safety director Roy Blakney presented last months topic on Group Riding. Since we had 
members not in attendance, I have recapped his presentation here. 

The 12 Commandments of Group Riding  
1. Have your bike and riding gear ready-this means you have fueled up, your face shield and windshield are clean, all 

your lights work, and your tire pressure has been checked. 

2. Arrive at your departure point early, not late. 

3. Try to park close to the group, introduce yourself, and let the ride captain know how long you have been riding. 

4. Take at least 5 minutes meeting with your group with helmets and cell phones off. The ride captain will introduce 
themselves, discuss the route, first stop, final destination, and approximate return time. They will also make sure that 
everyone on the group ride understand this. If you need to break off earlier, let your ride captain and sweep person 
know.  

5. Slower riders and slower bikes should be directly behind the road captain in the usual staggered formation. Faster 
riders near the rear, but in front of the sweep person. 

6. Group consideration; be dressed and ready when ride captain fires up. The ride captain will verify that everyone in 
line is ready and running, left arm up and thumbs up is the signal and the sweep should signal the ride captain the 
final go ahead. This procedure is used at all stops.  

7. The ride captain should only pull out from any location when the traffic allows the whole group to enter traffic. If this 
is not possible, the ride captain will accelerate slowly to allow the group to catch up. 

8. The group should ride a staggered formation, NEVER ride directly behind any other riders taillight. This staggered 
formation is broken whenever the roads become marrow, twisty, or weather conditions are poor. Riding in groups of 
5-6 riders is best with a gap between groups too allow a car to merge or exit into the groups. 

9. Distance at highway speeds should be a 3-5 seconds gap between riders. This is about the same spacing as tele-
phone or light poles along the side of the road. In city traffic, the gap should be closed, otherwise the other cars on 
the road will squeeze in between the riders. The further back you get, the faster you have to speed up to catch up. If 
the group turns off and you cannot see them, you could get lost. That is unfair to the group and no fun for you! Con-
sideration for your group and by everyone in it makes for a safer and greater ride. 

10. In all honesty, everyone pushes the envelope a little with regard to the speed limit. The ride captain is responsible for 
setting the speed and pace. Our club practice is to keep our speeds no more that 5 miles over the posted limit. A 
group of 15-30 bikes pulled over and all getting tickets, takes the joy out of that ride for a long time afterwards. An 
accident or a fatality much more so. In my 62 years of riding in groups, I have experienced such things and most 
were avoidable. 

11. Headlights should always be on high beam during the daytime light. Always use your turn signals with plenty of  
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The 12 Commandments of Group Riding (continued)  
      Notice to your following riders. Do not rely on a whole bunch of hand signals that can hardly be seen most of the time 

      and can be confusing. One finger on your front brake lever, flashing your brake lights as a danger signal is much 

      more visible in all conditions day or night. 

12. If your position as the sweep (the end rider), of any group (the mother hen) is to help the ride captain in maintaining 
the group. When a group is trying to pass slower traffic, the sweep can move into the passing lane and actually cre-
ate a gap for the other riders to enter by slowing traffic. The ride captain usually sees this and he then can move 
over to pass with the rest of the group following in. However, each rider must check their own mirrors to make sure it 
is safe to enter the passing lane.  The ride captain should only consider a passing maneuver if he/she knows that 
there is enough room for the ENTIRE group to pass. The ride captain should also allow enough space after passing 
to allow the rest of the group to reenter the lane. 

 

Group Ride Pre-Ride Checklist T-CLOCK  

 

T-Tires and wheels-condition, air pressure, spokes, rims 
 

C-Controls-levers, cables, hoses, throttle 
 

L-Lights-Battery, lenses, wiring, headlamp, signals 
 

O-Oil & Gasoline levels 
 

C-Chassis-Frame, suspension, chain or belt, fasteners 
 

K-Kick/Sidestand-centerstand and side stand condition 
 

Engine Start Checklist FINE-C  

 

F-Fuel valves/switches turned on (both sides on a BMW airhead) 
 

I-Ignition engaged 
 

N-Neutral, gearbox in neutral postion 
 

E-Engine kill switch in OFF position 
 

C-Choke engaged, especially with a cold engine 
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